HAT though the
skies be cold.and

¥
A.ﬁ winds be wild
and shrill,
Love's messenger
shall find his way
Acrosa the wvale
and hill:
For sunlight he
ghall have your face,
For stars—two e£yes that shine
Where my heart haa lts dwelling place—
Your own, dear Valentine!

He turns to neither left nor right,
But straight ahead he goes;
His guide is Hope, whose footsteps light
The sunset pathway knows;
He beara my message in hia acrip,
A song whoss every line
Shall turn to music on your lp,
My own dear Valentine!

©Oh, when you hear his eager knock
Upon the door begin, .

Make hase to lift the heavy lock
And bid young Cupld In.

Qlad then shull gleam the skles above,
And glad this heary of mine

To be at last with her 1 love—
With you, dear Valentinal

—Frank Demster Sherman,

Home Jourmal.

in Ladies’

| T WAS the day be-

fore St.oValen-

tine's, and Clare

Clancey and Katie

Wood, after paus-

ing a little before

the show window,

entered the small

uptown shop, and

were shown by a

lady in attend-

ance a number of

choleg walentines

that eame within reach of their purses.

The two girls were great friends, each

just 14, and pretty and full of fun.

They were going to send this year a

number of valentines to other friends

and relatives, and had come in together
10 select them.

As they stood before the litile show-

 busily and did not potice that a cable
ear was clanging its bell wildly and
fhat the gripman was making a frant
effort to stop it. Butsuddenly each felt
herself pulled hastily backward, and
realized that they had been drawn from
in front of the deadly cable car just in
time. Each gave a little scream and
turned to thaok her rescuer. It was the
old gentleman, Mr. Fessenden. He had
dropped his cane*and leaned on them.
trembling from the effort. The girls
were abashed, and blushed and stam-
mered. Clare hastily picked up bhis
cane, and hé thanked her eourteously.
They crossed the street together in the
direction of the little shop.

“!_mpposegl)u were 50 taken up witk
the valentines you are sending that you
did pot potice the car,” said the old gen-
tleman, gently. “I used to be very fond
of them myself. Suppose we all goin
and look at them a little.,”

The girls ceould pot refuse and shame-
facedly entered. The shopwoman
smiled at them kpowingly, but they
only smiled back in a feeble and sickly
way. The old gentleman selected 1we
valentinesthatthegirlshad not feltable
to buy.

“]1 want you to have these,” he said,
“to remember me by and to make you
think to be always very careful when
you cross the street.” :

The girls thanked him faintly with
downcast eyes, Then he bade them a
courtly adieu. They noticed how feeble
be was as he limped away and won-
dered how he could bave bad strengtlh
enough to save them from the ecar.
Then as they went out, eech holding
a prettily ornamented envelope, they
looked at each other in shame and re-
gret. Clare was thesiret tospeak.

“Let's send him apoth-t.” she said.
“They have some beautiful ones down
the street further. Let's go down
there.”

They counted their money ns they
wént along and put it all together. By
and by they came out of the shop below
with a valeritine that, instead of being
in an envelope, rose to the digniiy of a
beantiful box, tied with pink and blue
ribbons.

‘4 would give anything if we could
only get that old letter box open.” said
Clare, and, passing. they frowned at it
as if it were to blame for everything.

IL

Mr., Fessenden on his way home
paused here and there torest. He was
not so old as he looked, but had been il
for many years, and the sudden exer-
tion had been unusual and too much
for him. When he reached his home.
which, as Clare had said, was next to
her own—he climbed the steps with dif-
fieulty and was trembling violently as
Re gained the top. Hisoll servant who

A CABLHE CAR-WAS CLANGING ITS BELL WILDLY.

dase filled with those dainty combins-
tions of paper lace and bright color so
fascinating to the heart of youth and,
ah, me! to the memory of age, perbaps,
and as they lifted the filmy overlays to
read the cunningly hid verses beneath
Ahey did not notice that standing in the
Joor was i feeble old man leaningon a
cane and watching them. His hair was
rather long and silver white. Hie face
was cleanly shaven, and he had a large
nose, a rather childish mouth and
<lear blue eyes. As he moved away the
two girls heard his step and turned.
“Oh!" exclaimed Clare, whispering,
*“there is old Mr. Fessenden! He lives
next door to us &nd is a cranky X
~ bachelor. Let's send him o valentine.”
The other girl nodded. Then they
watched him a moment through the
window as he paused to look in.
“He comes every year to look at the
wvalentines,” said the shopwoman.
“Show us some funpy ones,” said
Liare. “Some about old bachelors.”
The girls were not cruel; they were
gthoughtless. They picked out a high-
iy eolored picture of a fierce-looking old
apan in a house that was in wretched or-
oder, and under which were the follow-
ing lines:
AN OLD BACHELOR.
*You think yourself extremely wise,
~ Since all your worthless life
You've lived alone without the care
" And love of & tenderwife.
Perhaps, indeed, you've vainly tried
“To wed, your whole life through,
And were so glum and crusty that
-No wife would live with you.™
~ They did not like the word “worth-
" {ess,” because Clare said she had never
heard that he dissipated in any way.
but Eatie sald it did not mean that
SHut only meant that his life bad been
worthless because he bado't married.
By aud by they went across the street

40 u bright red lerter box and dropped

4o all their purchases.

‘ -As they recroased they were talkidg

let him in helped him to bed, where he
often spent the greater part of the day.

As he lay back amid the pillows be
was thinking of the 1wo rosy cheeked
girls and the valentines. and then bis
memory went back and back, and be
was thioking of anpother rosy cheekel
girl for whom long ago he had bough-
other valentines. They baa been sweel-
hearts for awhile, and it was nearly 40
years now sinee they bad quarreled—
just 40 years to-morrow. The oid gen-
tleman closed his eyes thar he migh
remember more clearly. [t had been
about a valentine, 100: a foolish quar-
rel. She had sent it to him in fun, of
course;, but be had been sensitive. and
he had recoguized her handwriting
He bad gone to her accusingly and sh-
had npot denied it. So then they bad
quarreled and parted.

“You will be sorry some time,"” ke had
said to her, as he turned away.

“When [ am I will send you another
valentine—a beautiful one, with swee'
verses on it,” she had answered: and
since that day he had been walting
for it.

He had loved her dearly. and he be-
lieved she had loved him ic return. At
first he had expected the valentine
surely with the coming of each Feb-
ruary. Then by and by her parents had
moved to the city, and kis hope grew
fainter each year. Later he had come
to the clty, too. but he did not know ber
address. He had mever married. He
told himself that she must have mar-
ried long ago and that the valemtine
wounld never come. And yet he had
never ceased to think of it when the
duy came around. and in his beart he
had never ceased to look forit. When
the shop windows were filled with val-
entines he would go from one to an-
cther, looking at them all and wonder-
ing which she would send. He had
done this more and more as he grew
older, and to-day he bad bought valen-

tines for the two lttle girls becaus:
one of them—Katie—bad reminded hio
of the ii‘:tlc girl for whom be hac
bought valentines so long ago.

“If it does ot come to-morrow,” be
thought, with a faint smile. “it will bx
too late.” For he had been more feeble
than usual this winter. and his dociot
had told bim that be could bardly hop+
to live through another. Ther he
closed his eyes and slept,,and perhaps
as he slept he dreamed. '

He slept so late the next morcing
that his old =ervant was alarmed, bu:
near noon he awoke and asked for his
mail. The servant brought it. There
were two or three small envelopes. et
ters. probably. and one package—w
bandsome white box, tied with blue and
pink ribbons. Then he put out his band
tremblingly and touched it. He wished
1o be sure that it was not a part of his
dreams. He was so pale that the cld
servant was frightened.

“Are you ill—worse?™ he asked.

“No—no! 1 am well. Open—open
the box."

The servant untied the ribbons care-
fully. Within was a beautiful valen-
tine. The old man stretched his hand
for it. It was very handsome. and in
the center was a poem that told of love
apd constancy through all time. The
servant read it to him.

“See if there is any address on it—
anything to tell where it was sent
from.”

The old servant looked carefully.
There was no address.

“Then she will come to me. T shall
see her to-morrow—perhaps to-day.”

The rest of his mail remained unao-
ticed. It was a beautiful winter after-
aoon and the sunlight shone through
the west window into the room where
the old man waited. holding the white
box: tied with blue and pink ribbons.
By and by the servant went out and left
him there. When he returnoed it was
near evening. The old man still held
the little white box and his face was
turned toward the gates of sunset. But
his eyes were closed and he was look-
ing through the gates of—eternity.

And perhaps she had come to him, tor
when Katie's grandmother heard of old
Mr. Fessenden she said. reflectively:

“1 used to know of a young man by
that name more than 40 years ago. He
lived in the next town to us and went
with & girl whose folks moved tc the
city just before we did. |didn’t know
‘em very well. but I heard once that
about a year after they came here she
died,"=—Albert Bigelow Paine, in N. Y.
Hernld.

A DAY OF MATING.

St. Valentine's Day, as Celebrated by
the Romans, Was the Time
to Choone BMutes.
L

Mr. Donce, in his illustrations of
Shakespeare, says. regarding St Val-
entine’s day: *“It was the practice in
ancient Rome, during a greater part of
the month of February. to celebrats
the Lupercalia. which were feasis in
honor of Pan and Juno, whenoe the lat-
ter deity was named Februata. Febra
alis and Februella. On this oceasion
amidst a variety of ceremonies, the
names of young women were put in a
bex. from which they were drawn by
the men as chanee directed. The pas-
tors of the early Christiao chureh. who
by every possible means endeavised
to eradicate the vestiges of pagan su-
perstitions, substituted in the presen*
instance the names of the particular
sajnts instead of those of the women,
and as the festival of Lupercalia had
commenced about the middle of Feb-
ruury. they appear 1o have chosen St
Valentine's day for celebrating tke new
feasi, because it occurred at nearly the
same time. This is. in part. the opin-
ion of the lenrned compiler of the lives
of the sainta It would se~m. however,
that it was utterly impos-~ible 1o extir-
pate altogether sany ceremony to which
the common people had been much ae-
customed. a fact which it is easy to
prove in tracing the origin of various
other popular superstitions. and aec-
cording the outline of ancient erremo-
nies was preserved, but modifird by
some adaptation to the Christian sys-
tem, It is reasonable 10 suppo=e that
the above practice of choosing males
wonld gradually become reciproesl ir
the sexes, and that all persons sochosen
would be called valentines, from the
day on which the ceremon} ‘took place.™
—Pittsburgh Dispaich.

A SUSPICIOUS COINCIDENCE.

Mrs. Slimdiet—Yes; 1 got 17 comie
valentioes to-day.and I sball expeet you
all to =ettle up a1 once.

Chorus of Boarders—But surely, Mrs.
Slimdiel. you do not accuse us of send-
ing the valentines?

Mrs. Slimdier—I make no accusations
whatever. gentiemen. [only know that
I bave 17 boarders.—N. Y. World.

Cenuld Not Understand Tt.

“There's one thing.” said the prae-
tical joker. “that I could never under-
stand.”

“What is tha: 7™

“Why. wben | can pick outl such ger-
uinely witty comiec valentives 1o send
ont to my frieeds, they sbould make
snch’ blundering and bru:al selections

10 send to me,"—Washington Siar,

Extraordinary Prosperity in Store
for American Farmers.

Chicago Still Is the Greatest Grals
and Live Stock Market in the
Western World — Figarea
Prove the Claim.

Chicago Letter.)

Chicago’s two great indusiries are
fts grain and live silock trades, It
was said some years mgothat Kan-
sas City and Omaba would outstrip
the western metlropolis as stock
markets anod that the same cities,
Duluth and Minneapolis would crowd
it pretty close as grain markets.
Official figures of lust year’s transae-
tions of the Chicago board of trade
end the Union Stock yards, furnished
to me by the officers of the two corpora-
tions, prove that the Lliinois city still
Is the greatest trading center in prod-
uce of every description, and indica-
tions that it will remain the leader
for many years to come are refiable.

1t is possible that the famous Leiter
wheat deal, which was Hoated in April,
1897, and collapsed July 1, 1508, bad
something to do with the enormous
totals of Chicago bouard of trade bauk
clearings, but certainly not enough 1o
affect the city's commercial standing.
The Leiter deal was responsible for
crowding the price of whieat up to $1.85,
in the face of government crop reporis
contidently predicting a yield of 650,-
000,00 bushels. Elevators were full
to overflowing when the collapse came.
Levi Z. Leiter, the father of Joseph,
otherwise known as the Napoleon of
the wheat market, had tv come to his
son's rescue and mortgaged and sold
Chicago real estate to the amount of
$0.000.000 in order to save the family
pume from commercial failure. Com-
plete stagnation followed the col-
lapse, yet In spite of this the total

GOOD YEAR Jwi?;Iljtlill.

of all kinds of live stock aggregated
over 17.000,000 bhead. vaived at about
$230,000,000, and divided as I_ollowi:

- 118,863
vossasnesmnie SRRIVD

The capacily of the yards is 75,000,000
cattle, 800.000 hogs, 50.000 sheep and
5,000 horses; and this was tested sever-
al times duriog the year. The averags
price paid for bogs in May was $4.25
ood in December $3.40 ths two months
representing the highest and low-
est guetations. The average price paid
for cattle per head sas $43; calves, $12;
bogs, $9; sheep, $4:50, and horses, $T0.
T-e average weight of caitle is report-
ed at about 1,084 pdunds; hogs 232
pounds, and sheep 86 pounds.

The common belief that horses are
no louger good property is discocunted
by the fact that 6,000 more borses ar-
rived and were sold at the Unloo stock
yards than ioc any previous yesar and
that an average price of $70 wus re-
ceived for them. Part of this Increase is
accounted for,of course, by theSpanish-
American war and the demsad for cav-
ulrr horses created by it. Macy of
these animals were bought in the Chies-
go market. and it goes without saying
that Uncle Sum paid full value forevery
creature be purchased. But leaving
the war demand oul of comsideration,
the general tenor of the horse-markst
was exceedingly healthy in 1898, and
prominent horse dealers are of the
opinion that 15899 will be the bzonper
year for medium-priced, well-bred ani
tuals, . .

The receipt of 9,000.000 hogs 1n one
market in the course of a single year
is notbing short of phenomena!. But
still more surprising is the ciroum-
stanre that each animal sold for §9. n
price which should leave s profitable
margin for the farmer and stock raiser.

In the sheep section of the yardsthere
has recently been erected & complete
dip and pool, whose work Is conducted
under the contral of the goverument
and done under the direci supervision

q\ﬂﬂi

board of trade clearings for the yenr
are but $7.500,000 behind those of 1847,
which was & splendid year from a
speculative point of view. By months
the clearings were as follows:

Date. Clearings.
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The loreign demand for food preducts
of every Kind was phepomenal during
the latter balf of 1508; and an over-
whelming percentage of the export
trade wus earried op through Chicago
houses. According to the secretary of
the board of trade the following were
the receipts and shipments of all the
leading urticles of produce, excepting
live stock:
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‘Lbe tuilowing are scmiofficial esui-
muies of the’ value of the produce re-
ceived during 1598 and 1he correspond-
ing totais for the ten preceding years:
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EXCHANGE HALL, CHICAGO BOARD OF TRADE.

of government agents. Five hundred
thousand sheep have been dipped up to
January 1, 1599, and all danger from
ticks has been effectively removed.

Gratifying ss this showing must be
to the farmers of the ceniral, wesiern
and southern states, they must be srill
more plessed with the predictivns of
the leading Chicago grain and live-stock
orerators to the effect that while the
speculative market will be dull all
through 1599 there will be & steady
cash demand for all kinds of grain and
stock.

The export trade, which has become
an important feature of the produce
market, will consume all the surplus
products of American farms for at
least another twelvemonth at prices
that should be eatisfactory even (o the
chronie kicker.

American diplomaecy has been Instru-
mental in persuading a number of Eu-
ropean governments that wesiern
meals are not only wholesome, but su-
perior to the home article. In some in-
stances persuasion bad te take the
form of threats of retaliation, but the
result in every case has been a victory
for the American bog and corn-fed est-
tie. American graio Is destined 1o be
u=ed in Europe for some lime to come,
as the year's Russian and Indiso wheat
crops do nol promise » goad yield.

Altogether it looks as if the American
farmer bad entered upon an ers of fat
Jears and prosperily extraordinary.
It may, however, be permissible 10 ad4
that much of his prosperity will depend
upon the grain and produce merchants
of our large cities who kidow how 1o
control foreign markets for the benefit
of American producers. Cbief among
these great international commercial
agencies ia the Chicago beard of trade,
whose members hupdle more grain
thao the merchants of all other west-

ern cities com Hevce upon the
Judgment, and disioterested-
ness of these mén must, in a large

measure, rest the pecuniary welfare of
every tiller of the soil. And that is an-
other resson why producer and dealer
should come closer together instead of
permitting themselves to  drift apart.
Their interests are mutual. whatever
demagogués may say to the contrary.
G. W. WEIFPPIERT.

An Imteclieciual Effort.

“Don’t interrupt me, please,™ said
Sepator Sorghum to the young may
who bhad slammed the door.

1 beg your pardon.”

“Don’t keep talking about it, either,”
was the irritable rejoinder. “I'm en-
' gaged on making a joke. Thé conun-
drum is, *Which is worse in congress, a
polygamist or a puli-leg-amist? and if
I can only make up some kind of an an-
swer to it I think it will be pretty good.”
—Washington Star.

* Didm*t Want to Sit.
Bridgei—1 bere’s 2 maa in the parlor
wapis to see you, sir
Mr. Ardup—1'll be there in a min-
ute. Ask him to take a chair.
“Sure, sir, be says be's going to take
all the furnitnre. He's from the in-

| stallment company."—Brookiyn Lifs.

How the Fragrant Leaf Is G&W.
for the Market in the
Ialands.

Sumatra, upoa the equator, “the half-
way house of the world.” is one of the
most beautifully situnted of the jzles
of the summer seas. The high moun-
tain ridges on the west slope down and
spread ont in great green plains to the
fertile eastern coasts, where the low =
swamps at the water's edge breed fatal”
germs of tropical disease. The large
settlements and most of the attractive
districts are on the west coast, the hills
Fising steeply from the ocean. Here
thrives luxuriantly the coffee {ree.
Near Deli, on the straits of Malaccs,
large areas have been devoted to to-
bacco culture. On the lower east coast
cstates more than 43,000 coolies toil
with the ardor known only to the germ-
proof people, in this malarial land.
¢ The wild mountsineers of Sumatrs
are in striking contrast to the gentle
Javanese. When the Dutch would have
conquered them they retired to their
mountain fastnesses and waited for
malaria to lay low the European foe,
As seen in Sumatra, tobacco planting,
which is the principal agricultural in-.
dustry, is described as carried on in 1the
most picturesque way in the world. =
The juugle Is fitst cleared, and thisisa
costly and difficult undertaking. When
the ground has been laid as bare s pos-
sible by felling trees and firing the un-
dergrowth, the whaole area is plowed
by buffale teams. This must be con-
stantly carried on, as tobacco can enly
be grown for one year, and then the
ground must be allowed to rest for
eight or ten years. After plowing the
land must be thoroughly drained by
means of expensive canals.. The to-
bacco seed is sown in the spring and
carefully protected from the sun by
means of matting. >

When a certain  development has
been reached the young 9plants are
planted at equal distances apart. The
tobacco plant arrives at maturity about
the end of June. After the leaves have

been gathered they are dried in gnor-°_ »

mous sheds., These sheds are econ-
structed most artistically of wood,
bamboo and matting, and are provided
all around the sides with adjustable
mats for regulating the supply of aig
io insure perfect drying. It iz the busi-
ness of the Kiing coolies to build these
sheds and to keep the roads jn onder.

The tobaceos is then stored, pressed,
sorted and packed and finully piled in
the buffalo wagons for shipment. Itis
taken to Belawan, and from here wiil
find Its way tonll'quartersof the globe.

It will be treated in factories by mod- . &

etn machinery, will be bandled by all
sorts gud conditions of men and women,
and finaliy smoked by careless, prosaie
men, who know nothing of the “sum-
mer isles of Eden.” to whom Sumatra
on pearly seas is but a name.

The Sumatran leaf is never used o
muke & whole cigar, but because of its
beauty and regularity it is much used
to make the outside of the “Havana,™
“Maniin."™ “American®™ and *“German,™
whatever eigars they thay astensibly be
called —Chicago Chronicle.

RESTRICTIONS ON TRADES.

‘nrious Specimens of Legislation in
Great
Olden Times

There are many stances of curiges
acts passed in conneciion with-restric-
tions on trades and professions, and in
some cases an clement of humaor enters
into them when judged by the stand-
ards of wo-day. The want of confidence *
in lawyers, which rightly or Wrongiy
is somewhat comnmonly entertained, is
at least as old as the times of Heury
VI., for an get was passed in 146] to re-

[]

Britain in the ’ -

duce the number of attorneys in the =

eastern countles. The act shows that
there were upward of 80 such in Nar-
folk and Suffolk, and their ‘numbers
were mefeilessiy reduced to six in Nor-
folk, six in Suffolk and two in Korwich.
A statute of Henry VIL (1489) enacied
that no butcher sbould slaughter cit-
tle in any walled town—a restriction

3

likewise extended to Cambridge. As *

tbough the gambling of 1he South sea
bubble pericd bhad cast its shadow bee
fore, an act of 1697 strove to limit the
number and restrain the ill practiges
of brokers and stock jobbers, and after
the disaster of that time ancther act,
in 1734, aimed at preventing certain
“infamous" practices of stock jobbiag.
A law, mot of restriction butof relief,
was that of 1712, exempting apbihe- °
caries from serving the offices of eon-
siable, scavenger and other parish du- *
ties and from liabilityy of being called
uvpon to act on juries. A biffihat passed
into law ip 1723 provided against jour-
reymen shoemakers pawning bogls,
shoes, leather and other materials, and,
establishing rules for regulating them.
The matter of servanis’ certificates of
character Is still af burniog question,
and an act of 1782 sdughf¥o prevent the
fraud of counterfeifing them, Several
laws passed in England and Scouand
bhad empowered justices of the peace to
fix the wages and piece work of arti-
ficers and other workers, and this saur-
bitrary power was withdrawps under
George IIL (1813).—Cornhill Magazine.

Deserving Death.

*d've come to kill & printer,” said the
ht man.

“Any printer in particular?” asked
the foreman.

“Ob. any ene will do; I would prefer
a small one. but 1've got to ¢ SOme
sort of a biufl at fight or leafs home,
since the paper called my wife's pink
tea & ‘swill affair’"—Indighapolis
Journal.

The Catehall.

“I trurted you with my heart.”™ saldl
the. with bitter sobs, “anfl whit have
rou done with ft?™

His laugh for harshness cogld have
given 8 crosscut suw the deckbead.

“llave you Icoked in the top drawer
if the bureaut™ he asked.
Enguirer.
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